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Being one of Thomas Harris' most dedicated fans, I purchased this novel upon the day of its release

and eagerly gobbled up every sinewy morsel. After finishing, completely in awe of Harris' work (as

always), I was astonished that so many had been disappointed, even appalled, by this offering.

Speaking as one who has gone as far as to seek out and purchase first editions of all four Harris

novels, I can say this..."Hannibal" was NOT as good as "The Silence of the Lambs"...this much is

true. Then again, "The Silence of the Lambs" wasn't as good as "Red Dragon" was. But "The

Silence of the Lambs" was still a fine novel and a fitting sequel to "Red Dragon"...just as "Hannibal"

is a fitting final entry in the series. What Harris has given us here is almost a parody, a caricature of

Lecter as he appeared in the first two novels...and why not? Now that Lecter is free, is it not

plausible that he would be behaving quite differently than he did while confined? As for one

reviewer's note that Lecter has been transformed into a

"psychopath-wizard-pharmacist-scholar-surgeon"...well, apart from being a wizard, Hannibal has

always been skilled in anatomy (see the previous books for further elaboration on this point) and his

training as a psychiatrist would certainly explain his knowledge of pharmaceuticals...and who can

deny that the good doctor has ALWAYS been a scholar? So, why is it that the same readers who

believed Lecter capable of accurately depicting the Palazzo Vecchio and the Duomo (as seen from

the Belvedere, mind you) solely from memory find his actions and capabilities in this novel so

far-fetched? Lecter's intelligence, let us remember, has never been successfully measured by any

standardized testing.
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